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Hanging Out and Up

to No Good.:

The Link Between Time Use
and Delinguency,

And Its Implications for Youth
Programs




Views of Time Use &
Delinquency

—"Pool halls," "street corners," etc.
— Effect of activity or who is there?
* A routine activity alternative

— Shift focus to activities and opportunities
for delinguency



Routine Activity Perspective




Routine Activity Perspective

— Rewards of offending inherent in the act &
situation

— Openness to deviance, not motivation for
deviance

 Premise: More time In situations
conducive to deviance, more offending.



What Activities Bring
Opportunities for Trouble?

— Leisure activities away from adult family
members

 Engaged In unstructured activities
— That leave time available for deviance



Examples of Unstructured
Socilalizing: “Hanging Out”




Examples of Unstructured
Socilalizing: “Hanging Out”




Activities that Don’t Bring Risk
(or Directly Reduce It Either)




Relationship of Activities &
Problem Behavior




Unstructured Socializing &
Problem Behavior




Kinds of Evidence




What Time Wil
Delinquency Occur?




Juvenile Arrests for Aggravated
Assault by Time of day




Why 3:00 in the Afternoon?




Unstructured Socializing as
Normal Teen Behavior

e pecreases wi ransition to aauitnoodg

— Growing responsibilities leave less time
available

— Shifting leisure preferences
 Normal to a degree . . .



Parent’s Limits on
Unsupervised Socializing




From Teen to Adult




Does It Matter Who
Your Friends Are?




Effects of Hanging Out for
High Versus Low Risk Kids

— Risk factors multiply
— Serious delinquency requires combinations

— Some other major risks: Personality,
parenting, school, friends, . . .



Other Factors Tied to
Activities and Delinquency




The Larger Context
of Hanging Out

 Origin of group differences in hanging out?
— Strong context effect of parental monitoring

— Reason that parenting programs have broad
effects?



Activities & Youth Programs:
What Not to Do 1

O the Streelts

— Frequent participation goes with increased
delinguency

* Be sure the activities you offer are low risk
— Supervising, structured, and/or solitary



Activities & Youth Programs:
What Not to Do 2




Programs that Address
Teens’ Time Use

— TimeWise program, Linda Caldwell, Penn St.
— School based prevention program

— Promotes positive youth development via
Improved leisure choices



With Thanks to My
Collaborators:




And Thank Youl!




